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On the path to research careers

BY KATE JORDAN

L N L L R B R L L I B I B L B L B L L L L B B

a look at where former MAF
scholars are headed

Since raceiving two of tha first Vaterinary Student
Scrolars (VSS) grants in 2006, Crerane Celgado and
Cristinag Hanssan, have continuad to grow as vatarinary
professionals. As trey have for many recpents, MAFs
VSS grants providad thass students with opportunitiss
that nelpad enhance thar carears.

Delgado’s ressarch project focusad on feline asthma.
Whikz traditional treatmants for asthma usualy invole
staronds and anti-inflammatory drugs, Delgado appled
immunctnerapy, giving cats controlled dosages of the
actual alergan {n this cass, Barmuda grass) to buid
tolerance. The cats raspondad well and ther asthma
symptoms dacreased significently. Har findings from the
feline astnma study wers published in the Journal

of Vatannary Immunociogy and Immunapathalogy 2008.

“Baing able to research this topic and nave the rasult be so
postiva was an insprring experiancea,” Delgado says. *| fait
| was abls to contibuta sometning to the field of research,
and hopsiuly, to cats' ives.”

One of tha highlichts of racsiving a VES grant for Delgado
was presanting her findings at MAFs annual meating n
June 2007. Sne recanved second place for companicon
animals in a poster presantation compettion judged by
MAF's sciantific acvsory board membars.

“It was wonderful to meat so many paopks avd kam about
MAF's diferant projects around the world,” Dalgado says.

Delgado is now in her fourth year at the University of
Missouri. Long interastad in vetannary darmatology, she
nas decidad 1o ma<e 4 ner spaciaty. Oncs sne compistas
an internship and residency, she hopes to combine
rasearch and clinical work in har career, aither inan
acacemic sstting or a multi-spacalty practice.

Hansen also had a positive expensnce in the VSS program
because # gave her a chance o spearnsad a project of
nar own.
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*| always <new | wanted to do research and this project

really got my foot in the deor,” Hansen says, | workad
with wildlife expants in Alaska and it opened up a lot of
opportunities for me.*

Harsan's study focusad on the prasanca of the enzyms
acatylonolinestarass in canbou. Lavels of this enzyme

are ganeraly lwer n animals that nave been expossd

to towns such as pesticides. Gnven Alas<a's ralativaly
Jdenvsloped land ana haaltny wikdife, Hansen's goal was
to estabisn a baselne raading for the caribou. As Alaska
bacomas more developad, this data will be crucial in
datarminng any fluctuations in the canbou's physiology.

“The project was a success Dacauss now wa nave data
whara none exsted before,” Hansan says. Latar this yaar,
sha plans to publish the findings from ner study.

Hawng complatad vetannary schocl at the Unnersity

of llinois, Hansan is back in Alas<a working at a small
animal practice n Fairban«s. Soon, she hopes 0 pursue
rer Pul. in wildida biclogy or todcology. One thing is

for certain — she plans 10 do whatever 2 takes 1o stay in
Alaska. Since jobs can be nard to come by, sne's open to
working with any kind of wildife —caribou, moose, bears—
you name it.
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